
NEWS OF ZION LUTHER AN | ANOKA NOVEMBER 2022

In-Person Worship
5 pm (Sat)
8, 9 & 11 am (Sun)

Livestream Worship
9 & 11 am (Sun)

Cable TV
10 am & 5 pm (Sun)

Radio Broadcast
106.1 (BOB-FM)
9:10 am (Sun)

GOSPEL READINGS

November 5-6
Luke 6:20-31

November 12-13
Luke 21:5-19

November 19-20
Luke 23:33-43

November 26-27
Matthew 24:36-44

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Zion: A Place to Gather and Grow
Thank you to all of you who have returned your stewardship 
commitments for our 2023 Stewardship Campaign, “Zion: A Place 
to Gather and Grow”. If you have not yet returned your intention 
sheet, please bring it to worship or mail it in at your convenience. 
Extra stewardship intention sheets and envelopes are available 
at the front desk on the lower level, or you may go to Zion’s 
website and click on the “2023 Pledge” button and make your commitment online. 
Thank you for your faithful stewardship and generosity.

Thanksgiving Eve Worship - November 23 at 6:30 pm
and ACBC Food Ingathering and Giving
Come you thankful people come and let us raise the song of harvest home!
Join us for worship on Wednesday, November 23 at 6:30 p.m. as we sing our favorite 
Thanksgiving songs, share in a message of thanksgiving and enjoy pie in the 
Fellowship Hall! In this Herald, please find a special giving envelope for the ACBC 
food shelf. With the increase in demand for food from food shelves, ACBC is asking for 
both financial and food donations. With every $1 donation, they are able to purchase 
up to $10 of food from food banks. Bags for food donations along with a Donation 
Wish List are available at the front desk. Bring your food donations with you to 
worship on November 23. Monetary donations can be either mailed or brought to 
Zion. Thank you for your faithful giving to our community.

All Saints Weekend & Luminaries for Loved Ones
On All Saints Weekend, November 5-6, we acknowledge those we love who have been 
commended into the arms of our Savior’s mercy for the blessed rest of everlasting 
peace. As in the past, we will name the Zion members who have died this past year 
at the 11 a.m. service and at all services give you the  opportunity to write a name 
on a card of the saint you would like to remember. In the evening, we will have our 
Luminaries for Loved Ones event in our parking lot from 5:30-7 p.m. where you can 
drive through our lot (or walk) and remember all the saints who have touched your 
lives. There will also be an opportunity to pray with a pastor or share on a prayer 
card concerns you have. To include a luminary of a loved one, pick up a white paper 
bag from church, decorate it any way you would like or just write the name of your 
loved one on the bag. We will collect the completed bags through noon on November 
6. Volunteers will fill each bag with sand and a tea light and place them in our lot.

Daylight Saving Time Ends November 6
Remember to set your clocks back one hour on Saturday night, November 5. Central 
Standard Time begins at 2 a.m. on Sunday, November 6.



a message from your pastors

Gargantuan or Miniscule
By Colleen Nelson

I’m reminded of the song by Bill Staines called, A Place in the Choir. It takes you through a variety of creatures 
and the sounds they make; the bee hums, the cricket fiddles, and the bullfrog croaks, etc. The gist is that God’s 
creatures, whether gargantuan or miniscule all serve a purpose. For instance, take a look at dogs. They might 
excel at hunting, herding, or companionship depending on the breed. And consider how some birds are designed 
for life on the water while others thrive in the desert. Unlike animals however, we humans are created in God’s 
likeness as found in Genesis 5:1, “When God created mankind, God made them in the likeness of God.” Keeping 
this in mind, let’s ponder how multifaceted our Lord is. God’s complexion alone must encompass a spectrum of 
color that knows no bounds and I’m curious whether God’s hair is curly or straight or maybe both? Is God tall 
with long arms and narrow feet or short and flat footed? Since the pool of attributes is limitless, it’s no wonder 
our Creator never runs out of original fingerprints. They say everyone has a twin. But, even if you were mistaken 
for someone else, the uncanny likeness would only be skin deep. What about the personality traits our gracious 
Lord possesses? The list of God’s talents and capabilities is never ending. So, what talents or gifts have you been 
blessed with? Keep in mind, these terms confound many of us because we think our abilities need to rise above 
the elite before we can label them gifts or talents. This belief is a misnomer, yet widely held by church volunteers. 
I’ve heard it said that if you want to know what you excel at, just ask the people in your inner circle. Often, their 
observation is spot on and you would probably agree with their assessment, humbleness aside. Don’t wait another 
minute to consider your God-given specialness and be sure to share it with others, whether it be members of your 
family, coworkers, friends, neighbors or even those in the broader community.

“For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven…”

When the pandemic first started and we were all stuck at home not knowing what 
the future would bring, your pastors and staff decided to reach out by writing daily 
devotions. Similarly, Mary Jo began recording daily music selections. As things 
eventually started opening up more and we were able to come back to in-person 
worship, we went down to just once-a-week devotions/music.

Those daily emails and more recently, weekly ones, helped to remind us that even 
during the most difficult of times, we continued to be part of a larger community. Now, 
because we can come together and share in worship, Bible studies and fellowship 
opportunities much as we did prior to the pandemic, we have decided that it is time to 
end these devotions and music.

For those of you who would like to continue receiving some type of emailed devotion, there are many resources 
available such as “God Pause” from Luther Seminary or Lutheran Hour Ministries. “Encouraging Words”, Zion’s 
recorded telephone ministry, provides a daily message of hope and encouragement as well. Call 763-506-8191.

As a special gift, Mary Jo has provided a link to the more than 400 pieces she recorded during this time 
https://youtube.com/channel/UC6-MVPrE1Eyvz-t0h9qNWZg.

We look forward to the many ways we continue to be the body of Christ together.



welcome and worship

Baptism Class - November 13
If you are expecting, have had a baby or adopting and would like to know more about baptism, we will be having a 
baptism class on Sunday, November 13 at 10 a.m. in the Library. Baptisms are part of the worship services either 
on Saturday nights at 5 p.m. or at our blended service on Sunday mornings at 11 a.m. Please contact Kristine at
kjohnson@zionanoka.org to register for the class.

Fare For All - November 17
November 17 | 4 - 6 pm | Lower Commons
This month includes the popular November Holiday Pack! Fare For All is 
a program that allows people to come and shop at Zion once a month for 
deeply discounted nutritious food. Fare For All is open to everyone and 
accepts CREDIT, DEBIT and EBT cards.

Divorce Care Group - Mondays at 7 pm
Anyone who has been or is going through a separation or divorce is welcome to attend the Divorce Care Series, 
Mondays 7-8:30 p.m. in the Legacy Room. Questions? Email Sandy Wallace sandylwallace@yahoo.com for more 
information.

Blessing of the Quilts
During the program year our quilters get together once a week to create beautiful quilts that are later given away 
to other ministries. During worship the weekend of November 19 and 20, we invite you to come and help us bless 
these quilts and also recognize the hard work of our quilters!

New Children’s Choir
Zion’s Director of Music and Worship, Dr. Jonathan Campbell, will be conducting 
a new Children’s Choir this fall. Rehearsals will be held on three Saturday 
mornings at 10 a.m.: November 12, 19, and December 3. The choir will sing 
during worship on December 4 & 18. All children are welcome, grades 1-5. To 
sign up, or ask questions, please email Jon jcampbell@zionanoka.org

Communion Servers Needed
We are in need of communion servers. If you are interested in helping with this important ministry, there is a 
notebook in the Sacristy where you can sign up for the weekend and worship service time that is convenient for 
you. Thank you!

Coming Soon - New JOYA Season!
Mary Jo Gothmann, founder and artistic director of JOYA is pleased to announce that 
there will be a 2022-2023 JOYA season! Watch for more details to come.



worship

Zion Ringmasters Get New Practice Space
The Ringmasters Bell choir began at Zion in the early 1980s with 
the vision of Joyce Engel, a Zion member who started the group 
and directed it for approximately 8 years before relocating with 
her husband to the Alexandria area. Scott Campbell took over the 
directorship and led the group until 1997. Scott was also a long-time 
member of Zion. In the fall of 1997, Mike Hiatt became the director 
and continues in that role today covering 24 years.

Throughout the years the group has rehearsed in a variety of spaces, 
starting with the old basement choir room which no longer exists in 
the building. In more recent years the group has worked in 
cooperation with Zion Pre-K to share a variety of classroom spaces on 
Wednesday evenings. The downside of this arrangement was the setting up and tearing down of all the equipment 
for every rehearsal. As the group gained more experience (grew older) this became a real challenge! With the 
leadership of Pastor Brent and Music Director Jonathan Campbell, this fall the Ringmasters were finally given 
their own room to permanently set up and rehearse. It is located in the west half of the Library directly across 
from the Sanctuary. The group is truly blessed and excited to have this space and wishes to thank everyone 
involved in making this happen. New members are welcomed with open arms. The only requirement is a basic 
proficiency in reading music. If you would like more information contact Mike Hiatt at mhiatt422@gmail.com.

Ringmasters to Perform Commissioned Piece - November 20
On November 20 at all three worship services, the Zion Ringmasters will be performing the world premier of a 
handbell piece commissioned specifically for them in memory of former Ringmaster member, Karen Krantz. The 
piece, Arirang, was arranged by Jason Krug, a well-known composer and arranger of handbell music. A Korean 
folk song, Arirang was chosen by Karen’s husband, Alan, to pay homage to their adopted children’s Korean 
heritage. The song expresses both the longing to be with family and loved ones and the joy of what can be accom-
plished by working together. After it is performed at Zion, Arirang will be published with a dedication to Karen 
and the Ringmasters. Hopefully handbell choirs all over the world will choose to play this beautiful song. Please 
join the Ringmasters on November 20 as they present this very special piece.

Zion Worship Opportunities
In-Person Worship Services

Saturdays @ 5 pm and Sundays @ 8 am, 9 am & 11 am
Livestream Worship Services

Sundays @ 9 am & 11 am
Cable TV Channel 6 Broadcast

Sundays @ 10 am & 5 pm
Radio (BOB-FM 106.1)

Sundays @ 9:10 am



grow

Sunday Adult Forum Schedule
Join us Sunday mornings at 10 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall for Adult Forum! Below is the schedule for November.
• November 6: In the Dust of the Rabbi: The Presence of God: A Countercultural Community
• November 13: In the Dust of the Rabbi: Living Stones
• November 20: Grief and the Holidays – led by Pastor Sue
• November 27: In the Dust of the Rabbi: The Very Words of God

Advent Small Group Study Coming
Starting the week of November 21, we will begin a four-week Advent study called: Light of the World by 
Amy-Jill Levine. In Light of the World: A Beginner’s Guide to Advent, author, professor, and Biblical scholar Amy-Jill 
Levine explores the Biblical texts surrounding the story of the birth of Jesus. Join her as she traces the Christmas 
narrative through the stories of Zechariah and Elizabeth, Mary, the journey to Bethlehem, and the visit from the 
Magi. These stories open conversations around connections of the Gospel stories to the Old Testament, the role 
of women in first-century Jewish culture, the importance of Mary’s visitation and the revolutionary implications 
of Mary’s Magnificat, the census and the stable, and the star of Bethlehem and the flight to Egypt. Books can be 
purchased at the front desk for $10 and you can sign up at the Welcome Desk for a small group.

Tuesday Morning Bible Study
The Tuesday Morning Study Group will begin a Zoom study, led by Pastor Brent, Ken Johnson and Greg Bergeron, 
on November 8 at 8 a.m. Participants in this new study will read and discuss Reclaiming the “L” Word: Renewing 
the Church from Its Lutheran Core by Kelly Fryer. This very readable and practical book looks at what it means 
to be a Christian from a Lutheran perspective. The books are available at the front desk for $15. Please let Pastor 
Brent know if you will be participating in this study and he will email you the Zoom link.

Zion Pages Book Club - November Discussion
November 28 | 6:30 pm | Theater
On November 28, we will be discussing The Book of Lost Names by Kristin Harmel. Zion Pages meet the 4th 
Monday of the month at 6:30 p.m. in the Theater. All are welcome!

Meet Srimathi and Dinesh!
Drum roll, please! Introducing the children our CYF ministries are sponsoring 
through Lutheran Partners in Global Ministry! They are Srimathi (age 7) and 
Dinesh (age 9). Srimathi lives and studies at the Siloam Boarding Home in 
Thirukoilure, India. Siloam is the largest of the boarding homes owned and 
operated in southern India by the Arcot Lutheran Church, an Indian, Dalit-led 
church body. Siloam serves 700 girls in grades 1-12. Dinesh lives and studies at 
the Saron Boarding Home in Tiruvannamalai, India, which serves 300 boys in 
grades 1-12. We are able to support their room, board and education for just $30/month per child. If you would 
like to help our children and youth sponsor these two children, you can give donations to Zion Lutheran and 
indicate LPGM/Project India Education on the envelope. To give online go to www.zionanoka.org and click on the 
GIVE TODAY button on the home page.



grow and care

Baptisms
Oct 9 - Joella Gau
Oct 9 - Hunter Ostlund
Oct 9 - Hudson McElmury
Oct 16 - Hudson Nord

Donna Fiske-Iseminger
Richard & Sharee Johnson
Lyle & Marlene Willock
Bob & Sonja Spilde
Greg & Ann Bergeron
Dave & Kathy Swartwood
John & Judy Allen

about our people
Deaths
Deanna Alferness
Harold Hamilton
Brian Reichert
Sonia Burman
Thomas Osborn
Justin Hall
Jean Scheffler

Craig Bakken
Kristine Johnson
Lois Peterson
Florence Shebetka in memory of Ron & Glen
Jamie & Suzanne Gaboury in memory of Carol Buelow
Neil & Julie Klund-Schubert in memory of John & Sue Klund
Larry & Kathy Nelson in memory of Carol Buelow
Diane Halvorson in memory of Rod Halvorson

First Communion Instruction
First Communion Instruction will be offered on Sunday, November 6 from 11 a.m.-12:15 p.m. in 
the Theater. To participate, register by Thursday, November 3. We offer open communion at Zion, 
so parents if you feel your child is ready, please feel free to register. Children will receive their 
first communion at the service of your choice beginning November 19. Other dates are available 
upon request. One adult is required to attend with the child/children. Please register the child/children plus at 
least one adult by scanning the QR code at the right. Contact Ann acampbell@zionanoka.org for more information. 
If you’re unable to attend, our next class will be in the spring.

Kid City Sunday School News
Kid City Sunday School kids (gr. K-5) will share a song at the beginning of the 11 a.m. 
worship service on Sunday, November 13! Parents, check your kids in at the Theater 
at 10 a.m. as usual. We’ll be doing activities there until 10:30 a.m. At that time we’ll 
move to the Sanctuary to practice with the worship team musicians. We’ll stay in 
the Sanctuary until we are done singing and will return your children to you there 
before the service continues. If you aren’t able to stay for the whole service, you may 
leave at this time. If you can’t participate at all in singing, you should check your kids 
out from the Theater at 10:30 a.m.

Supporters of our Radio Broadcast Fund
Thank you to the following recent supporters of our Radio Broadcast Fund:

New Members
Tim & Wendy Loberg
Jerome & Eileen Millard
Patrick & Kathy Quade
Shirlie Swanholm
Alyssa, Parker & Violet Wojciechowski
Charlyn Anderson
Barbara Lutmer
Barbara Arveson & David Riley
Ethan, Hannah, Hunter & Hudson McElmury



care and serve

Grief Support Group Tuesdays at 4:30 pm
Zion’s Grief Support Group meets Tuesdays now through November 8 at 4:30 p.m. in the Legacy Room. Facilitated 
by Pastor Sue this group is open to anyone who has lost a loved one. No need to pre-register, although it is helpful 
if you email Pastor Sue swallager@zionanoka.org or Pastor Brent bcampbell@zionanoka.org and let them know 
you plan to attend.

Growing Through Loss© - Fall Grief Series
This series continues at First Congregational, UCC in Anoka. At 7 p.m. a guest speaker will discuss a grief topic, 
followed by facilitated small groups. You are welcome to come and listen to the speaker; support group 
participation is optional. The evening ends at 9 p.m. Each session is complete in itself. You are welcome to attend 
one or all sessions. There is no pre-registration or fee and the event is open to the public. For further information 
please call (763) 354-7828. Questions? Contact Pastor Sue swallager@zionanoka.org.
• Nov 3: “To Love is to Remember: Practices to Help Us Connect and Reflect” - Jenny Schroedel, Grief Support for 

Presbyterian Homes & Services
• Nov 10: “Navigating Complicated Grief” - Vicki Phillips, Perinatal Loss Coordinator at Methodist Hospital
• Nov 17: Prayer and Healing Service - Rev. Chris McArdle

Equity Team Activities in September and October
After the summer listening (and ice cream eating) events at Akin Park in Anoka, the next logical step was to host 
a similar event appropriate for the fall season. “S’mores & Fun - Meet and Greet” took place around the fire pit in 
the green space across from Zion on October 30, just down the street from the “Trunk or Treat” event.

Several members of the Equity Team also participated in an ELCA retreat in September and meetings with the 
other Lutheran Churches in the cohort in October.

These gatherings always have two learning components—faith practices and neighboring practices.

Faith Practices: A question from the leaders of these retreats is to reflect on what we think would need to happen 
for some of the key practices we’ve explored, (daily prayer, group spiritual direction, one-to-ones, neighborhood 
walking) to take root in ourselves and our congregation.

Neighboring Practices: Attendees listened to ideas on building a deeper sense of community. In the breakout 
groups they grappled with questions. What is the meaning of “culture”? What gifts could each member of the 
community bring into the world? What ancestral experiences continue to have meaning in the present? One 
particular breakout session was about acknowledgment that some of the land in a given community may have 
originally belonged to and was taken from the original inhabitants.“Land Acknowledgment Statements” usually 
focus on recognizing the Indigenous past, present, and future of a location. What does that mean for a 
community? It’s something to consider as we continue to try to get to know our geographical neighbors both 
within and around Zion. Awareness of a person’s cultural background may be a building block for mutual caring 
and respect.

“There is no such thing as a trivial connection” Shannan Martin, author, Start with Hello.
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WELCOME
You are invited, you are welcome to 
come and experience God’s love at 
Zion Lutheran Church.

CONTACT US
1601 4th Avenue 
Anoka MN 55303 
763.421.4656 
www.zionanoka.org

fire truck visits Zion Pre-K

Our preschoolers had a visit from the Coon Rapids Fire Department! Firefighter Justin put on 
his personal safety gear to show us not to be afraid. Always fun to explore the big fire truck!


